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About the service

The Care Inspectorate regulates care services in Scotland. Information about all care services is available on our
website at www.careinspectorate.com.

Stanwell Nursery School is a local authority nursery in Leith, Edinburgh. The nursery school is registered with the
Care Inspectorate to provide a care service to a maximum of 64 children aged between three years and entry into
primary school.

The nursery school is in a central Edinburgh location. The building offers three rooms for play, one of which is
also used for dining, toilet facilities, kitchen facilities, staff room and a small meeting room. There are outdoor
play areas for children to the front and rear of the building.

The aims and objectives for the nursery classes were displayed for parents and made available to them through
the parent handbook. Aims included:

'To create a safe, happy and caring environment where everyone is made welcome.
To provide the best possible learning experiences for every child following local and national guidelines.
To value the contribution of parents/carers to the life of the nursery and to support them in their role as the
child's primary educator.'

We check services are meeting the principles of Getting it Right for Every Child (also known as GIRFEC),
Scotland's national approach to improving outcomes and wellbeing for children by offering the right help at the
right time from the right people. It supports them and their parent(s) to work with the services that can help
them. There are eight wellbeing indicators at the heart of GIRFEC: safe, healthy, achieving, nurtured, active,
respected, responsible and included.

What people told us

We spoke to a number of children during our visit. Children were chatty and inquisitive. Children were confident
and secure in their interactions with each other and with staff. Some children were able to tell us about the
nursery and that they really enjoyed their time there.

As part of the inspection we issued a care standard questionnaire. We had a very positive response to this and
received 20 completed questionnaires. All parents agreed or strongly agreed that overall they were happy with
the quality of care their child received in the service. Comments included:

-'Stanwell is a great place, my daughter loved to go there. Staff were very helpful, polite and professional
towards us. I felt that my child is in safe hands and I did not worry about her safety.'
-'It would be good to have more space in the nursery, more outside space as well as inside. Nursery staff could
take parents availability into consideration when planning outings and/or activities requiring parents presence
(for example swimming classes, when I wasn't able to attend because the date wasn't consulted with parents.)'
-'The members of staff were most professional, kind and understanding while my child had difficulties settling in
the beginning. I am grateful for their friendly and individual approach to all issues.'
-'Amazing nursery and setting my child has thrived with his time here, he is very happy when coming to nursery
and has a bond with all the friendly staff.'
-'Nursery is brilliant and staff are amazing my son loves it here and has grown with confidence over the years.
He will miss nursery.'
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-'Stanwell is a lovely nursery. It is clear the staff members care and they do their best to ensure each day is as
much fun for the children as possible.'
-'I love Stanwell Nursery. My child is really happy. The staff are amazing. The place is safe. A lot goes on.
Amazing place.'
-'This is a wonderful place. Staff are very helpful and you can tell the right people are working here. I am very
thankful and happy my son has been here.'

Self assessment

The service had not been asked to complete a self assessment in advance of the inspection. We looked at their
own improvement plan and quality assurance paperwork. These demonstrated their priorities for development
and how they were monitoring the quality of the provision within the service.

From this inspection we graded this service as:

Quality of care and support 5 - Very Good
Quality of environment 4 - Good
Quality of staffing not assessed
Quality of management and leadership not assessed

What the service does well

Children and parents were warmly welcomed into the nursery by friendly and competent staff who understood
how to achieve positive outcomes for children and their wider family. The nursery had developed strong links
with other local organisations and carried out a wide range of work with families and their children. This work
both educational and fun had a positive impact on children in the nursery but also siblings and the wider family.

Staff were confident about referring children who needed additional support to a range of professionals, were
familiar with the principles of Getting it Right for Every Child (GIRFEC) and carrying out work on development
plans. Staff were responsible for giving feedback to professionals such as social workers, occupational therapist,
speech and language therapists, health visitor and educational psychologists on children's progress. This helped
staff identify and provide the right support at the right time to meet the needs of individual children.

Children were having fun in nursery. Where children were new to the group care environment staff provided
a very good level of support and tried hard to build positive relationships with children to offer them nurturing
care. Children could use the indoor playrooms or outdoor areas for their play. Both environments provided
children with a range of learning experiences. Staff used child led planning to ensure that play and learning
experiences were of interest to children. Development was well tracked and shared with parents regularly to
ensure that they were kept informed about their child's progress.

Staff were well supported by the senior team through the protection of time to have meetings. This time was
effectively used to discuss children's progress, carry out recording duties and discuss practice and the
developments in the childcare sector. This ensured that there were good opportunities for information sharing,
professional development and that staff spent their time with children during the nursery session.

Staff understood how to provide calm yet engaging environments for children. The outdoor areas were
particularly well used by children who also told us about their allotment and the vegetables they grew. Good
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procedures were in place to keep children safe but enable them to take calculated risks in their play. Throughout
the nursery staff had developed the use of loose parts, which are not toys but resources which children can use
in a wide variety of ways. These resources promoted problem solving and the use of imagination and were very
well used by children.

What the service could do better

We observed children's lunch time experience. We understand that it takes some time to find the right balance
for lunchtime routines but have asked that the organisation of the dining environment and staffing of
lunchtime is considered. This will help to ensure that staff can provide an improved lunchtime experience.
Additional opportunities for more independence at this time could also be promoted and we sign posted staff to
a service where the lunch time was a very positive experience to allow staff to share ideas.

The nursery had been in the building for many years and the environment was now in need of some significant
refurbishment. We discussed this with the head teacher and we agreed that at the time of inspection outcomes
for children were still positive but that work was needed to improve the environment for children, staff and
parents. Since our visit the local authority have authorised an assessment of the premises which we were
assured will result in improvements to the accommodation and facilities. We have asked the head teacher to
keep us updated with progress and improvements.

Requirements
Number of requirements: 0

Recommendations
Number of recommendations: 0

Complaints

There have been no complaints upheld since the last inspection. Details of any older upheld complaints are
published at www.careinspectorate.com.

Previous requirements

There are no outstanding requirements.

What the service has done to meet any requirements we made at
or since the last inspection
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Previous recommendations

There are no outstanding recommendations.

Inspection and grading history

Date Type Gradings

10 Nov 2015 Unannounced Care and support 6 - Excellent
Environment 5 - Very good
Staffing 5 - Very good
Management and leadership 5 - Very good

15 Jan 2013 Unannounced Care and support 6 - Excellent
Environment 6 - Excellent
Staffing 6 - Excellent
Management and leadership 6 - Excellent

1 Oct 2009 Unannounced Care and support 6 - Excellent
Environment 5 - Very good
Staffing 5 - Very good
Management and leadership 5 - Very good

What the service has done to meet any recommendations we
made at or since the last inspection
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To find out more

This inspection report is published by the Care Inspectorate. You can download this report and others from our
website.

Care services in Scotland cannot operate unless they are registered with the Care Inspectorate. We inspect, award
grades and help services to improve. We also investigate complaints about care services and can take action
when things aren't good enough.

Please get in touch with us if you would like more information or have any concerns about a care service.

You can also read more about our work online at www.careinspectorate.com

Contact us

Care Inspectorate
Compass House
11 Riverside Drive
Dundee
DD1 4NY

enquiries@careinspectorate.com

0345 600 9527

Find us on Facebook

Twitter: @careinspect

Other languages and formats

This report is available in other languages and formats on request.

Tha am foillseachadh seo ri fhaighinn ann an cruthannan is cànain eile ma nithear iarrtas.
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